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Summary of Findings: 

The Graves Registration Report Form for Plot 1 Row C Grave 4 of Jonchery-sur-Vesie 
British Cemetery lists an “Unknown Lieut. Aviatok with no other details. The cemetery 
was constructed after the Armistice, at which time his remains were brought in from the 
battlefield near Courthiezy, southwest of Reims. 

A detailed review of the history of British air services in the Great War tells us that air 
force casualties in the Reims sector would be specific to the Battles of the Aisne and 
Marne in May-July 1918. The casualty details provide clear evidence that the remains 
were those of Lieutenant James Hamilton Spence, 54 th Squadron of the Royal Air 
Force. 
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Preamble: 

This case, as well as others that are reported as part of the 1918 German Spring 
Offensive ( Kaiserschlacht ), will benefit from an overview of the location of the allied and 
enemy forces at the time of the casualty. The offensive can be broken down into five (5) 
main enemy offensives, identified by date as: 

1. Operation Michael, 21 March to 4 April 1918: 

The Somme Offensive 

2. Operation Georgette, 9 April to 29 April 1918: 

The Lys Offensive 

3. Operation Blucher-Yorck, 27 May to 4 June 1918: 

The Aisne Offensive (Third Battle of the Aisne) 

4. Operation Gneisenau, 8 June to 12 June 1918: 

The Noyon-Montdidier Offensive (Battle of the Matz) 

5. Operation Marneschutz-Reims/Friedensturm, 15 July to 17 July 1918: 

The Champagne-Marne Offensive (Second Battle of the Marne) - followed by the 
counterattack “Battle of Soissons” 18 July to 6 August 1918. 

During this period, there were major shifts in the location of the enemy and allied armies 
which enables a separation of events from other times during the Great War. 

There are two (2) main categories of cases that relate to the Spring Offensive, each of 
which are dealt with in separate summary documents, namely: 

• The Allied Armies on Land 

• The British Air Services in the Air 

The “Unknown Case Studies ” that relate to the loss of airmen in the final stages of the 
five-month long German Spring Offensive, saw most of the concluding action down in 
the “Reims Sector”. These more southern area of the great battles in France, are 
commonly referred to as the “ Third Battle of the Aisne ” and the “Second Battle of the 
Marne”. 

For the British Air Services we note that the Royal Air Force came into existence on 1 
April 1918 in the middle of Operation Michael. That involved the amalgamation of the 
Royal Flying Corps and the Royal Naval Air Service. Information contained in this 
preamble for the British Air Services casualties is based primarily on: 

1 . Official History of the War in the Air Vol. 6, by W. Raleigh (Chapter 11 Prelude 
to Victory pages 399 to 415) 

2. Royal Flying Corps - Report of Casualties to Personnel and Machines 
when Flying (UK National Archives, Held in AIR1 Category, devoted to WWI in 
the Air) 

3. The Sky their Battlefield II, by T. Henshaw, supplemented with Squadron 
Histories prepared by the author. 

The summary, which follows, covers the period for the RAF from 27 May 1918 until the 
aircraft and airmen left the sector on 4 August 1918. 
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After the German onslaught on the British on the Somme in March (Operation Michael) 
and the Lys in April (Operation Georgette ) there was an agreed swap of some French 
units in the Reims sector to the south with some of those who had suffered most in the 
north. It was expected things would be quiet in the south, providing some time for the 
units to recuperate and rebuild. By 6 May 1918 the British IX Corps had moved south, 
with 52 Squadron, who went to Fismes, 17 miles west of Reims. Accompanying them 
were RE8s to undertake reconnaissance and related missions. 

The British air force units would operate under the French VI Army. Within 3 weeks, on 
this ‘quiet’ part of the Front, they were returning from reconnaissance’s noting they had 
seen ‘distant clouds of dust.’ The French VI Army took no immediate action. 

German bombardment began, in the Third Battle of the Aisne (Operation Biucher- 
Yorck), on 27 May 1918, a 27 mile front between Brimont and Leuilly. 52 Squadron had 
a torrid time - largely ignored by the French on the ground, and not set up to operate 
with them, and their aerodrome at Fismes got increasingly shelled. Germany had 
secreted in 12 fighter units to help their Offensive. 52 Squadron moved back to 
Cramaille on 27 May, then were ordered back to Anthenay/La Ferte on the 28th, and 
then Trecon on the 29th, in a dense cloud of confusion about their role and actions to be 
undertaken. Their action only began again on the 30th, when the Germans had reached 
the Marne on a 10 mile front, but the worst was over. Large quantities of French troops 
had been moved into the area, and the German advance had been halted. 52 
Squadron, after resting at Trecon, from 19th to 30th June, moved to Auxi-ie-Chateau on 
30th/31st June to join III Brigade RAF, back up north, 30 miles west of Arras. 

The casualties of 52 Squadron, the only active unit in the area from 6 May to 4 June 
1918, are summarized in the table that follows. The single entry for 18 June 1918 was a 
wireless operator who died of wounds at the later date. The only two with “No Known 
Grave” (NKG) were ground crew killed in the shelling of the aerodrome, some distance 
away from where the remains were recovered. Surnames of the deceased are linked to 
the CWGC database. 


Surname 

Initials 

Death 

Rank 52 na Sqdn. 

Casualty Status 

GREGORY 

A F W 

17/05 

Captain 

WIA - survived 

ANTHONY 

GR 

27/05 

Air Mechanic 1 st 

Class 

WIA - POW - survived 

BEAUMONT 

CCA 

27/05 

Second Lieutenant 

BERRY-AU-BAC FRENCH 
NATIONAL CEMETERY 

WHITEHOUSE 

F 

27/05 

Second Lieutenant 

BERRY-AU-BAC FRENCH 
NATIONAL CEMETERY 

COFFEY 

C R 

27/05 

Lieutenant 

ARRAS FLYING SERVICES 
MEMORIAL 

* ground casualty at aerodrome 

CRICHTON 

G A 

27/05 

Corporal 

ARRAS FLYING SERVICES 
MEMORIAL 

* ground casualty at aerodrome 

BRAITHWAITE 

M 

30/05 

Air Mechanic 2 na 

Class 

VERTUS COMMUNAL 
CEMETERY 
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Surname 

Initials 

Death 

Rank 52"° Sqdn. 

Casualty Status 

BENTON 

J W 

30/05 

Second Lieutenant 

WIA - died of wounds 
TERLINCTHUN BRITISH 
CEMETERY, WIMILLE 

NUGENT 

A 

01/06 

Second Lieutenant 

TERLINCTHUN BRITISH 
CEMETERY, WIMILLE 

ROSS 

GAB 

01/06 

Lieutenant 

TERLINCTHUN BRITISH 
CEMETERY, WIMILLE 

WILLIAMSON 

R 

18/06 

Air Mechanic 2nd 
Class 

MOULINS-SUR-ALLIER 
COMMUNAL CEMETERY 
*died of wounds 


The Battle of The Matz. 

The RAF next got involved down on “The French Lines” as The Battle of The Matz 
developed. In early June Foch was alerting the British to the likelihood of German 
moves and attack on the Montdidier-Noyon front, south-east of Amiens. Fie pleaded for 
British fighting and bombing strength in the area of Nesle-Roye. On 9th June (date as 
per Official History) the British replied with an offer of help from air units of the IV Army, 
which had recently been bolstered. On the 2nd June, the British had already acted, and 
sent several squadrons south, to around Beauvais - these were Nos. 27, 32, 49, 73, 

103, 2AFC, 43 and 80 Squadrons (p.401), together with HQs of 9th and 51 st Wing 
RAF. By 5th June, the RAF Bombing units were attacking Roye, to the north-east, then 
later Ham, and Nesle, near St Quentin. 

The German Offensive began on 9th June, between Montdidier and Noyon (Operation 
Gneisenau). There was notable confusion between the British aircraft and the French 
aircraft and men on the ground - all known to have fired upon one another. 

With concerns about the growing likelihood on a new German attack on the British Lines 
to the north, a request was made for the 9th Wing to return to British areas, and on the 
21 st June the Squadrons of 9th Wing RAF moved north again. This involved all of the 
units noted above leaving the French Sector. Those British Units were only down in the 
French Sector between 2nd June and 18th June. In those 17 days, across the whole 
Western Front there were 23 individual airmen involved in fighting and “Killed In Action 
resulting in NKG”. Of those, 11 British airmen were lost Killed and NKG down with 9th 
Wing RAF, with the French: 


Surname 

Initials 

Death 

Rank 

Squadron 

KIA NKG location 

CUNNINGHAM 

M F 

06/06 

Lieutenant 

27th 

Chaulnes 65 mi 

NW Dormans 

STOCKINS 

WJ 

06/06 

Second Lieutenant 

27th 

Chaulnes 65 mi 

NW Dormans 

HARVEY 

T F 

07/06 

Lieutenant 

49th 

Noyon 75 mi NW 
Dormans 

McEWAN 

G C 

07/06 

Lieutenant 

49th 

Noyon 75 mi NW 
Dormans 
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Surname 

Initials 

Death 

Rank 

Squadron 

KIA NKG location 

BARING 

R A 

09/06 

Second Lieutenant 

73 rd 

60 mi NW 

Dormans 

McGEE 

W R 

11/06 

Lieutenant 

103 rd 

75 mi NW 

Dormans 

THOMPSON 

H 

11/06 

Second Lieutenant 

103 rd 

75 mi NW 

Dormans 

HAMMOND 

TJ 

12/06 

Lieutenant (AFC) 

2nd 

Noyon 75 mi NW 
Dormans 

MELBOURNE 

A R 

14/06 

Second Lieutenant 

80th 

60 mi NW 

Dormans 

HIRST 

S 

16/06 

Second Lieutenant 

103 rd 

Roye 60 mi NW 
Dormans 

HUGHES 

J M 

16/06 

Lieutenant 

103 rd 

Roye 60 mi NW 
Dormans 


The Second Battle of the Marne 

The Official History of the War in the Air (Vol.6) tells us that on the 10th July, after some 
three to four weeks in which the RAF units that had returned to the British Lines, and 
been involved in some significant bombing, and other raids opposite Arras and Lens, 
some more concerned fears had been expressed by Gen Foch about growing German 
activity in the Champagne region. On 13th July he sent an urgent directive to Haig to 
get some promised air support down to the French Lines in the Champagne as soon as 
possible. Through heavy hailstorms and strife, on 14th - 15th July 1918, nine RAF 
Squadrons flew south, to airfields at Roznoy-en-Brie, Orneaux, Pezarches, and Chailly- 
en-Brie. These were grouped some 30-40 miles east of Paris. The units that flew down 
on the 14/15th were Nos. 27, 32, 43, 49, 54, 73, 80, 98 and 107 Squadrons (p.412), 
along with IX Brigade HQ, who opened with the French Group of Armies of the Centre. 
82 Squadron also came south, on 17th July, to Haussimont, south of Reims. 

The Germans launched their Offensive on Sunday July 14th, but three days later, the 
Germans had only advanced a maximum of 6 miles. Foch launched a tentative counter¬ 
offensive on July 18th, and with its success the Germans ordered a withdrawal three 
days later, on July 21st. By August, the German gains made in their May and June 
Offensives had been lost. Around 3rd and 4th August all the RAF units headed back 
up to Aerodromes back in the British Sectors (eg. 54 Squadron were at Touquin from 
14th July to 3rd August, before heading north back up to Fienvillers, north of Amiens.) 

Those British Units supporting and fighting in the Second Battle of the Marne were only 
down in the French Sector this time between 14th July and 4th August. In those 22 
days, across the whole Western Front there were 27 individual airmen involved in 
fighting and “Killed In Action resulting in NKG’. Of those, 14 British airmen were lost 
Killed and NKG down with IX Brigade RAF, whilst operating with the French. 
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In Chronological order, these are the details of the events applicable to these specific 
losses in the Air War down south, between those dates. 


Surname 

Initials 

Death 

Rank 

Squadron 

KIA NKG location 

BABBITT 

T E 

15/07 

Second Lieutenant 

43rd Sqdn. 

Dormans 

JAMES 

R A 

16/07 

Captain 

54th Sqdn. 

Dormans 

SPENCE 

J H 

16/07 

Lieutenant 

54th Sqdn. 

Courthiezy 

MORTON 

E BG 

16/07 

Captain 

98th Sqdn. 

Chateau-Thierry 

SHAW 

FA 

16/07 

Lieutenant 

98th Sqdn. 

Chateau-Thierry 

DICKIE 

C B 

18/07 

Lieutenant 

107th Sqdn. 

Fere-en-Tardenois 

DUBBER 

R E 

18/07 

Captain 

107th Sqdn. 

Fere-en-Tardenois 

ANDERSON 

W A 

18/07 

Lieutenant 

32nd Sqdn. 

Grisolles 

IRVINE 

VRVT 

19/07 

Lieutenant 

43rd Sqdn. 

Chateau-Thierry 

FISHER 

B 

21/07 

Second Lieutenant 

54th Sqdn. 

Chateau-Thierry 

ARMSTRONG 

W A 

25/07 

Second Lieutenant 

73rd Sqdn. 

Fismes 

COTTON 

E 

25/07 

Second Lieutenant 

73rd Sqdn. 

Fismes 

LEWIS 

R F 

25/07 

Lieutenant 

73rd Sqdn. 

Fismes 

SYMONS 

K W A 

30/07 

Lieutenant 

73rd Sqdn. 

Fere-en-Tardenois 
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Details of Findings: 

The findings are conclusive that the remains in Plot 1 Row C Grave 4 of the Jonchery- 
sur-Vesle British Cemetery are those of a British airman that was killed during the third 
or fifth phase of the 1918 German Spring Offensive (the Kaiserschlachf). This period 
included Operation Blucher, the Third Battle of the Aisne (27 May 1918-6 June 1918) 
and Operation Marneschutz-Reims/Friedensturm, the Second Battle of the Marne (15 
July 1918-6 August 1918). There is no other period during the Great War when the 
British air services (RFC, RNAS, or RAF) were active in this area. 

The findings are based on the following: 

1. The Graves Registration Report Form (GRRF) lists an “Unknown Lieutenant 
Aviator” in Plot 1 Row C Grave 4 of the Jonchery-sur-Vesle British Cemetery 
(Attachment #1). The cemetery is located about 16 kilometres west of Reims in 
the northwest section of the village ( CWGC Link) . All 101 known casualties in the 
cemetery are from the period 19 May 1918 to 9 August 1918 ( CWGC database) . 

2. The Concentration of Graves Burial Return (COG-BR) indicates that the 
Unknown Lieutenant Aviator was identified by a cross on the grave recovered at 
trench map coordinates DORMANS 1/20000 259.0 x 198.9 (Attachment #2). The 
COG-BR also notes that the location was defined as “Courthiezy”, a small 
community to the southwest of Dormans. 

3. The Comprehensive Report of Headstone Descriptions (HD-SCHD) reports that 
the remains in Plot 1 Row C Grave 4 are those of “An Airman of the Great War” 
(Attachment #3). There is no indication that this has changed since the time of 
the burial, which confirms that the identity of the airman has remained unknown. 

4. A Google Earth Map has been provided to show the village of Courthiezy, 
relative to Chateau-Thierry, Dormans and Reims (Attachment #4). As detailed in 
the preamble, Trevor Henshaw’s review of the records of all airmen with “No 
Known Grave” (NKG) in the vicinity of Dormans provides clear evidence that they 
were all lost in July 1918 (The Sky their Battlefield II) . 

5. A Detailed Trench Map of the area from which the remains were recovered 
shows the specific location at DORMANS 1/20000 259.0 x 198.9 (Attachment 
#5). The trench map is from the collection of the French National Archives and in 
particular the 1/20000 Series . The direct reference to the map is “ 31 Fi 87 - 
Dormans ”. For those not familiar with the use of the French Trench Maps, please 
see “ Using French Trench Maps in the Unknown Project ”. 

6. A Possible Candidates List was developed using the CWGC database for the 
period 1 May 1918 to 31 July 1918 (Attachment #6). During this period there are 
103 airmen listed on the Arras Flying Services Memorial , the last two (2) lost on 
30 July 1918. As detailed in the preamble, we know from that air action in the 
Aisne-Marne Sector of France was restricted to the period from May to July 
1918, with the 52 nd Squadron RAF being the first on the scene at Fismes, 14 
miles to the west-northwest of Reims. 
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The primary candidates for aviator remains in the DORMANS sector would be 
those named on the Arras Flying Services Memorial related to the final German 
offensive on the Marne from 15 July 1918 to 30 July 1918 (Attachment #6). 

From the list of twenty-four (24) aviators on the memorial for that period only 
twelve (12) were known to be in the Aisne-Marne sector. Further classification of 
the candidates, relative to the location where the remains were recovered, 
narrowed the list to three (3) candidates: 

• Captain Reginald Arthur James 
54 th Squadron 16 July 1918 

• Lieutenant James Flamilton Spence 
54 th Squadron 16 July 1918 

• Second Lieutenant Thomas Emerson Babbitt 

43 rd Squadron 15 July 1918 

The review of the COG-BR had already told us that the Unknown Aviator was a 
Lieutenant, which immediately brings the focus onto Lieutenant Spence. Captain 
James, a Canadian by birth who attested to the Canadian Expeditionary Force 
( CA Record) , accepted an Officers Commission with the British Army (Duke of 
Cambridge’s Own Middlesex Regiment) prior to his service in the Royal Flying 
Corps. Royal Airforce records clearly state his rank as Captain. 

A corresponding review of Second Lieutenant Babbitt’s record also confirmed his 
rank as Second Lieutenant at the time of his death. Babbitt, a Canadian by birth, 
was drafted into the U.S. Army of 5 June 1917 ( U.S. Record) . He was Gazetted 
as a Probationary Second Lieutenant on 13 March 1918 and a Temporary 
Second Lieutenant on 1 May 1918 ( U.K. Record) . Royal Airforce records clearly 
state his rank as Second Lieutenant. 

Two of the aviators on the list ( Captain Dubber & Lieutenant Dickie) of 107 th 
Squadron are the subject of a related report dealing with the identification of the 
unknown aviators in graves B15 and B16 of the Dormans French National 
Cemetery. 

7. The Casualty Records provide additional details on the fate of each of the 
candidate airmen on the short list, as well as others relevant to this case 
(Attachment #7). In addition to the specifics of the rank of the aviator, as detailed 
in the previous section, we also know that Lieutenant Spence was the sole 
aviator specifically referenced as going down at Courthiezy. 

The location details are provided in specific casualty reports for each of Captain 
James (Attachment #7a), Lieutenant Spence (Attachment #7b) and Second 
Lieutenant Babbitt (Attachment #7c). Second Lieutenant Babbitt is reported lost 
in action on a flight path northeast of Courthiezy at Soilly. Captain James was 
lost some distance to the southwest at Rozoy. For clarity, the following has been 
extracted from each of those documents, as it relates to the location of the 
aircraft: 
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• 15 July 1918: 43 Squadron Sopwith Camel D.1778 

Machine {of T. E. Babbitt) left aerodrome at 12.35 pm on Special Mission 
and failed to return. Last seen being attacked by 5 Pfaiz Scouts in 
neighbourhood of SOILLY. 

• 16 July 1918: 54 Squadron Sopwith Camel C.1609 

Capt. R. A. James left aerodrome at 3-40 pm on 16:7:18 and was last 
seen at 4-45 pm 4,000 feet over ROZOY, under control. 

• 16 July 1918: 54 Squadron Sopwith Camel D.6511 

Lt. J. H. Spence left aerodrome at 5-30 pm on 16:7:18 and was last seen 
about 6-30 pm in flames 4 miles west of COURTHIEZY. 

A third plane was lost from 54 Squadron on the same day as Captain James and 
Lieutenant Spence. The pilot was Lieutenant R. B. Thompson, who survived the 
event. His record is of value to this investigation as he was on a similar flight plan 
to Captain James over ROZOY (Attachment #7d). 

• 16 July 1918: 54 Squadron Sopwith Camel D.9437 

Lt. R. B. Thompson left aerodrome at 3-40 pm on 16:7:18 and was last 
seen at 4-45 pm 4,000 feet over ROZOY, under control, and on 22:7:18 
was located near COURBOIN, crashed, and salved by Squadron. Pilot 
wounded in legs and admitted to hospital by the French. 

Additional information on the whereabouts of the aeroplane piloted by Lieutenant 
Spence is available by way of the witness statement of Captain E. J. Salter who 
was on patrol with Lieutenant Spence (Attachment #7e). 

7 was out on the same patrol with Lt. J. H. Spence. He was leading the 
formation On July 16/18 and I saw him attack one enemy aircraft 2 — 
seater, and after a considerable dive at the 2-seater, Lt. Spence was seen 
to turn back towards our lines, and, coming over wood south-west of 
Chateau Thiery, was seen to go out of control, apparently hit by enemy 
aircraft observer or fire from the ground, as he was flying very low. ” 
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Action Required: 

The “Investigative Report” has been prepared in accordance with the procedures and 
criteria set out by the CWGC, should they wish to make any changes to the 
commemoration details (Attachment #8). 

The detailed review of the history of the British air services, coupled with the analysis of 
the casualty records, provides clear evidence that only one candidate meets all of the 
criteria to be identified as the “Unknown Lieutenant Aviator” in Plot 1 Row C Grave 4 of 
the Jonchery-sur-Vesle British Cemetery. That man is Lieutenant James Hamilton 
Spence, the pilot of Sopwith Camel D6511 of 54 Squadron Royal Air Force. 
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ATTACHMENT #1 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Graves Registration Report Form. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2013811 .JPG 


Comprehensive report . Army Form W. 3372. 

GRAVES REGISTRATION REPORT FORM. 

Communes ^Tonohery s/veele. 

Department s liarae. REPORT No. 1. SCHEDULE No. 5o. 

Cancelling all reports for Ploisy Amerioan oera., Treelon MO., 
Eoueil Farm FU0.» Prieure de Blnson FMC.• 


PLACE 


BURIAL 


J010HERY-SPR-VESLE BRITISH CEMETERY. 


Map Reference So is sons 22 1/100,000; 


3, J■ 03> 51 ■ 

tf.Vs 


The following are buried here: — Row *0* Plot 1, Left to 









Regiment 

No. 

Name 

Rank 

and Initials 

Date 
of Death 

or G. R. U’d. 

M. 0. 0.. 

L2910* 

Gelding 

L.T. 

- 

E. 


UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
Unknown Lieut, ^viator 


3. Lancs. 

Devon Regt. 

Iforth'd. Fus.. 

K. Lancs.. 

Lancs. Fus. 
Lancs. Fus. 

L. N.Lancs• 
ll/Lancs.Fus. 

S.Staffs. 

/ ll/Lancs.Fus.. 


S.W.Borderers 

/SdX>L /nr 



UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 

|r0WN BRITISH SpLDIER(Lewis Guimed) 
OWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
OWN BRITISH SOLDIER 

UNKNOWN BRITISH l/0PL* 

UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
UNKNOWN BRITISH 


Plot, Row 
and Grave 

i-o-r r 
l-o-s -Lo > 

1-0-3 v 
1-0-4* - ? 

r 

1-0-6 v 
1-0-7/ C-** 

i-o-9* (yy 


5RP0RAL 


1-0-9V y 

1-a-icK. 

1 - 0 - 11 /' -- 
1-0-19 


T 


40000 Kirk 

3 Morris 

Robinson 

Shaw 


S OWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
OWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
UNKNOWN BRITISH SOLDIER 
- [ oar ter 2/Lt.J«w/ \ 2 q-S-iS 




1 - 0 - 15 / y 
1-0-14/7 A, 


ygi/h 


Pte.W. ; 0-6-18>,L/ 

Pte.J.P. /&-0-184Z 

pte.s.F. 4^-e-i-- ,. 

pte.j.T. 

E. 1-0-17/ '> 

E. 1-0-18/, r 

E. l-C-19 JdsY 

E. 1-0-20 


500 /1 


(0 315) W31B0—P2723 100,000 9/19 HWV(P1024) Forms W8372/8 




v vft 

\K-rvyirj ffolUO-V 1 
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ATTACHMENT #2 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials) Burial 
Return, https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2013871 .JPG 
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ATTACHMENT #3 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Comprehensive Report (A) of Headstone Inscriptions. 
https://archive.cloud.cwqc.org/archive/doc/doc2665458.JPG 


No. of Contract - dated — 

Name and Address of ^irm 


imperial' graves Commission. 


Schedule ‘‘A'* P»|* -. 

Name of Cenuftfy. 


COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (A) OF HEADSTONE INSCRIPTIONS 

to this report is attached 

COMPREHENSIVE REPORT (B) HEADSTONE TEXTS 

(those headstones to be inscribed with texts are underlined) 

and 

TWO STANDARD LAYOUTS the layout* to be u*ed are quoted on the badge deaifit). 


JONClfltoYbtfUtti-ftiftt* ot of 

headstones below ground level 
abbreviated thus: — 

jj&orscjsGB* VL*S. 


Bodge 

iHsoigii No. 

Olid LaVUUt 
No. 

lit Line 

•fnd Lini 

3rd Line 

4th Line 


Centre 

of 

Stone. 

To bo ati'in'illad on foot 
of Headatonce lielow 
ground level. 


Number end Hank. 

Initial*. NAMK and Honour*. 

Re^uient. 

Date of Death. 

In any Inetanoe where the entry 
"NONE" appear* in Col. 8. the 

A up will bo omitted from the 
Mead* tune and tho Onto of Death 
centred laterally. 

Age 

Relig. 

Kmb 

Plot P. 
Row K. 
Oravo 0. 

-p.R.a. 

No. of 
Stone. 

0) 

m 

(3) 

(4) 

‘ 51 

(«) 

(7) 

(8) 

(») 


1102/lQ , 

1031/IQ 

1014/10 
LAYOUT 1H 

1044/10 

1032/10 
LAYOUT Ifl 

1030/10 

1030/10 

1032/2A 
1030/2A 
1050/1A 
1030/2A 
LAYOUT 1H 


A SOUlISR 

ftF AlhF.AN 

L sold i er 

A SOLDIER 

A SOiDIER 

A 30IDIKR 
A LANCE CPL. 

A SOLDIER 

A SOLDIER 


A CORPORAL 
40000 PRIVATE 
50939 PRIVATE 

42193 PRIVATE 

235227.. PRIVATE 

'a soldier 


OF THE GREAT WaR 

Oh THE GREAT W.->R 
. OF THE OKilAX WAR 


EAST. LANCASHIRE. REGIMENT 


CROSS 

paoss 

CROSS 


LMb & 


1 C 4 
1 C 


OF THE 

GREAT WAR 

DEVONSHIRE REGIMENT 




CROSS 

1 C-* 

64 




CROSS 

CROSS 



OF THE 

OF THE 

GREAT WAR 

GREAT WAR 

NORTHUMBERLAND FU3ILIEA8 




l C 7 

66 

1 C-0—' 

60 

OF THE 

GREAT WAR 

LOYAL NORTH LAHCSiCHBGT. 




CROSS 

1 C ' 

67 

OF THE 

GREAT WAR 

f- “1 




CROSS 

1 C 10 

66 

OF THE 

GREAT WAR 

LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS 




CROSS 

L£.Ai- 

69 

OF THE 

GREAT WAR 

Lancashire fusiliers 




CROSS 

1 C 12 

70 

W. 

KIRK 

LOYAL NORTH LANC^REOT. STH-JUNE 

1910 ' 

NONE 

CROSS 

1 C 13 

71 


MORRIS 

LANCASHIRE FUSILIERS 7TH 

JUNE 

1918 

NONE 

CROSS 

1 C 14 

72 

S.P. 

ROBINSON 

S.STAFFORDSHIRE REGT. 4TH 

JUNE 

1910 

NONE 

CROSS 

1 0 16 

73 

J.T. 

SHAW 

LANCASHIRE TOSILISKS 4TH 

JUNE 

1918 

AGE 36 

CROSS 

l'CT« ' 

74 

OF THE 

GREAT WAR 





CROSS 

1 o 17 . 

75 


f-A special 


- Is provide4 


for use with this . uuuscone- 


Proof Checked. 

Final Check No. I. V 
Office Copy Prepared. 

Final Check No. 2. 

K.M01I, WUUH/W.M7 IM.NM «|W. P P Co 3300 
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ATTACHMENT #4 


Area Map - Google Earth Pro Courthiezy, southwest of Dormans France in the Reims Sector 
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ATTACHMENT #5 


Cartes militaires. Canevas de tir, guerre 1914-1918 (31 Fi). 

Dormans. Service geographique de I'Armee]. 1918 

o The French National Archives Map Listings 

■ 1/20000 Trench Map Listings 

o Dormans 1918 

For information on accessing the on-line map collection of the France Archives, please see: 
Using French Trench Maps in the Unknown Project 
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ATTACHMENT #6 


Information Sources: 

1. Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Casualty Record: United Kingdom Forces Served in 
Air Force. 

2. Royal Flying Corps - Report of Casualties to Personnel and Machines when Flying, UK National 
Archives, Held in AIR 1 Category. 


Surname 

Initials 

Death 

Rank 

Squadron 

KIA NKG location 

BABBITT 

T E 

15/07 

Second Lieutenant 

43rd Sqdn. 

Dormans 

JAMES 

R A 

16/07 

Captain 

54th Sqdn. 

Dormans 

SPENCE 

J H 

16/07 

Lieutenant 

54th Sqdn. 

Courthiezy 

MORTON 

E BG 

16/07 

Captain 

98th Sqdn. 

Chateau-Thierry 

SHAW 

FA 

16/07 

Lieutenant 

98th Sqdn. 

Chateau-Thierry 

DICKIE 

C B 

18/07 

Lieutenant 

107th Sqdn. 

Fere-en-Tardenois 

DUBBER 

R E 

18/07 

Captain 

107th Sqdn. 

Fere-en-Tardenois 

ANDERSON 

W A 

18/07 

Lieutenant 

32nd Sqdn. 

Grisolles 

IRVINE 

VRVT 

19/07 

Lieutenant 

43rd Sqdn. 

Chateau-Thierry 

FISHER 

B 

21/07 

Second Lieutenant 

54th Sqdn. 

Chateau-Thierry 

ARMSTRONG 

W A 

25/07 

Second Lieutenant 

73rd Sqdn. 

Fismes 

COTTON 

E 

25/07 

Second Lieutenant 

73rd Sqdn. 

Fismes 

LEWIS 

R F 

25/07 

Lieutenant 

73rd Sqdn. 

Fismes 

SYMONS 

K W A 

30/07 

Lieutenant 

73rd Sqdn. 

Fere-en-Tardenois 
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ATTACHMENT #7a 


Royal Flying Corps - Report on Casualties to Personnel and Machines (When Flying). Army Form 
W3347. Air Ministry, Air Historical Branch. Image AIR1/857/204/5/413. 



AL 


Army Form W 3347. 


ROYAL FLYING CORPS. 

RE^RT ON CASUALTIES TO PERSONNEL AND MACHINES 

(WHEN FLYING),. 

INSTRUCTIONS : To I* mwforrf in duplicaU to, Squadron, to Wing,. 

II togs to forward out copy to H.Q., K.F.C., through Brigade,. 

No. 54 Squadron. No- 51s* Wing . Date . 16th July . 

Tvpe and No. of Machine: Sopwith Cam&l. 0.1609. 

Engine No. : HO HP L© Rhone. 101232 /WD.- 

*Capt R.A.James. 


Pilot: 
Observer: 
Duty : 
Local it v : 


Offensive patrol. 


T Vickere. . , 

i guns carried, with gun Nos.: 


7959 . 


A.8862, 

Camera (Yes or No) : No . 

Wireless (Yes or No): No . 

Other appliances (bomb racks, etc.): Bomb rack. Aldi 8 Bight 2" . 

Where brought down : . 

Short report a. to fate of personnel and machine Capt R-A.James left aerodrome at 3-40 pm 
j‘"' J cause "f casualty. Date and time of on 16:7:18 and was last seen at 4-45 pm 
leaving aerodrome. Any reports, messages or 4,000 feet over R0ZAY, under control. 

conjectures received, stating source 

Machine missing. Total tiie flown 87 hours 65 minutes. 
iTthTpield! 0 b6 Va4ltt4i “' n * struck off charge of 54 Squadron and R.A.F. 


Remarks by Wing Commander as to whether 
nw. lone is to be Struck off. repaired in 
oijundron or recommended for transfer U 
A.D. for repair: 

STRUCK OFF CHARGE OF No.54 
SQUADRON AND R.A.F. IN THE 
FIELD. 


Remarks by Brigade Commander: 

HISSING, STRUCK OFF, 


, 0 £ip t • 

Commanding No. 54 Squadron. 



LieiU.-Colonel, 
Commanding 51st Wing. 
ROYAL AIR FORCE. 


/ 


l/f/'i 


/ 


y 


(6 42 2C WCIM 


M.4GS 7o,AM) 6/17 


™ JM llWPICit) ronoemsurn 


Bi 'igad ifr-Grtieral, 
Commanding JiryaUe, RJ*.C. 




t / ii 


Lieutenant J. H. Spence 
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ATTACHMENT #7b 


Royal Flying Corps - Report on Casualties to Personnel and Machines (When Flying). Army Form 
W3347. Air Ministry, Air Historical Branch. Image AIR1/857/204/5/413. 



AIR 


Army Form \V 3347. 


ROYAL FLYING CORPS. 

RT ON CASUALTIES TO PERSONNEL AND MACHINES 
(WHEN FLYING). 

NSTRUCTIONS : To be i\end&i'ed in duplicate by Squadrons to Wings. 

Wings to forward one copy to H.Q., R.F.C ., through Brigades. 

Date. 16th July. . 

D .6511 . 

110 HP Le Rhone 35795 A'D .9442 . 

Lieut J.H.Spence. 


Offensive patrol. 


C .6406 . 


No. 54 Squadron. No. 51st Wing. 

* Type and No. of Machine: Sopwith C&Ihiib 

Engine No.: 

Pilot: 

Observer: 

Duty : 

Locality • — 

carried, with gun Nos.: C. 10101 

Camera (Yes or No) : No • 

Wireless (Yes or No): No • 

Other appliances (bomb racks, etc.): Bomb rack. Aldis sight 2 W . 

Where brought down : - 

•Short report as to fate of personnel and machine, Lt J#H.Spence left aerddrom© at 5—30pm 
and cause of casualty. Date and time of on 16:7:18, and was last seen about 6-30 
leaving aerodrome. Any reports, messages or pm in flames 4 miles V/est of COURTHIFZY . 
conjectures received, stating source. 

Machine missing. Total time flown. 68 hours 40 minutes. 

Recommended to be struck off charge of 54 Squadron and R.A.F. in the 
Field. 

. Capt. 

Commanding No. 54 Squadron. 

Remarks by Ming Commander as to whether 
machine is to be struck oil, repaired in 
Squadron or recommended for transfer tc 
A.D. for repair: 

STRUCK OFF CHARGE OF Ho.54 
SQUADRON AND R.A.F. IN THE 
FIELD. 



Remarks by Drigade Commander; 

MSS IHG. 


IA&U.-CoUmd, 

Commanding 51st. (pi„j p 

ROYAL AIR FORCE. 
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ATTACHMENT #7c 


Royal Flying Corps - Report on Casualties to Personnel and Machines (When Flying). Army Form 
W3347. Air Ministry, Air Historical Branch. Image AIR1/857/204/5/413. 



V 

[_ ‘ /.:r? rc.^-'r 1 Army Form w 3347 • 

ROYAL FLYING CORPS. 

PREP9PT ON CASUALTIES TO PERSONNEL AND MACHINES 

(WHEN FLYING), 

INS 

No. 43 
Type and N< 

Engine No.: 


INSTRUCTIONS : To be rendered in duplicate by Squadrons to Wings. 

Wings to fortoard one copy to B.Q., R.F.G ., through Brigades. 


No. 4o Squadron. No. 5l Wing. Date. 15.7 .IB* 

Type and No. of Machines •iOpWi'th (Cajuoi) P»l» 15O. D.177&. 

Engine No.:140 hp Cierret, ^onG Stroks* No. 1113 WD % 971* 

Pilot: XJ.eut. T.E. Babbitt. 

Observer: “ 


1917. 


Duty : 


tyclal Hission. 


1 l / 

KJ y 


l+cmy . Neighbourhood of S0IL1Y. 
fgHBis gu ns carried, nrith gun Nos.: C. 10650 and C.97 50 
Camera (Yes or No) : *' ® * 

Wireless (Tee or No): HO. 

• Other appliances (bomb racks, etc.): Bomb rack, AldiS Sight 
Where brought down: 

•Short report as to fate of personnel and machine, Machine left Aerodrome at lk.35 pit on 
nod cause of casualty. Date and time of Special Mission, and failed to return, 
leaving aerodrome. Any reports, messages or Last seen being attacked by 5 PfalS Ccouta 
conjectures received, stating source. . in neighbourhood of SOILIY. 

' TOTAL FLYING TIME - 110 hrs - 00 i 

TOTAL ENGINE TIME - 85 hrs - 26 ..tins. 

I recant.end that this machine be struck off charge 
of No. 43 Squadron and R.A.F. in the Field. 


Commanding No. • 43 


Major , 
Squadron. 


Remarks by Wing Commander as to whether 
machine is to bo struck off. repaired in 



Lieutenant J. H. Spence 


Page 19 


Jonchery-sur-Vesle B.C. 1.C.4 






ATTACHMENT #76 


Royal Flying Corps - Report on Casualties to Personnel and Machines (When Flying). Army Form 
W3347. Air Ministry, Air Historical Branch. Image AIR1/857/204/5/413. 


ji | CvL_ ' f *L /- 'I V h t— , Army Form W 3347, 

ma. ROYAL FLYING CORPS, 

^^REP<\RT ON CASUALTIES TO PERSONNEL AND MACHINES 
/ (WHEN FLYINGL 

f No. 6' 


INSTRUCTIONS : To rendernl in duplicate l >•/ Squadrons to Wings. 

1 Tings to forward one copy to H.Q., R.F.C., through Brigades. 


No. 64 Squadron. 

Tvpe and No. of Machine: 
Engine No.: 


Pilot: 
Observer: 
Duty : 


No. 51st Wing. 

Sopwi th Came 1 . D .9437 • 

110 HP Le Rhone. 102000/TO.45488 . 
T.Lieut R.B.Thompson. 


hate. 16 th July 1017 s 


Offensive patrol. 


Locality : — ~ 

carried, with gun Nos.: D.4965. D .6413 • 

Camera (Yes or No) : No • 

Wireless (Yes or No): N O • 

Other appliances (bomb racks, etc.): Bomb rack, undamaged and retained in Squadron. 

Aldio sight. 2 n . Missing. 

Where brought down : — 


?.t 


, ,. Lt R.B.Thompson left aerodrome at 3-40pm 

Short report a. to fate of personnel and machine, on 16: 7 : 18, ^ wa8 last seen at 4-4 5pm 
and cause of casualty. Date and time of R0ZAY, under control, and 

leaving aerodrome. Any reports, messages or 2 XX , , , _nnmjnnT’J 

conjectures received, stating source. on 22;7:18 was located near * * 

crashed, and salved by Squadron. 

Dame.,le. All sain planes and longerons smashed. 

Pilot wounded in legs and admitted to hospital by the French. 

Total time flown. 28 hours. 55 minutes. 

Recommended to be returned to 


Aircraft Park for repair. 


Remarks by y'ing Commander as to whether 
machine is to be struck oil’, repaired in 
.Squadron or recommended for transfer tc 
A.D. for repair: 

TO BE RETURNED TO N0.9.A.P. 

FOR REPAIR. 


Remarks ly Brigade Commander: 


Commanding No. 54 


Major y 

Squadron. 



Lieut.-Colonel. 
Commanding 51st. Wing. 
Royal Air Force. 

_—27/7’/l8. 


To 9 A.P. for repai 


(6 12 26 W61*0-7?t! 15.000 0/16 HWV v FJttt) 

3258-M.1W5 75.500 6/17 


Commanding 

Fonn./W3847/l 


Brigadier-General, 

9th Ih iffilUe, JRS.C. 


Lieutenant J. H. Spence 


Page 20 


Jonchery-sur-Vesle B.C. 1.C.4 


















ATTACHMENT #7e 


Witness Statement of Captain E. J. Salter - Air Ministry, Air Historical Branch. 
Image AIR1/2395/258/1. 




Spence, Lt.j.H. 


M. July 16/18. 


waB i2*£ lit To^ulTl^Z\Ts ^d J i H ; Spe r- He 

ole enemy aircraft 2-seater, Z\Zl\Ton Bi Tr^ 
the 2-seater, Lt. Spence was seen to turn back towards our 
lines, and, coming over wood south-west of Chateau Thiery 
was seen to go out of control, apparently hit by enemy ’ 
aircraft observer or ffcre from the ground, as he was flying 
very low.' 

Informant: Capt.S.J.Saiter, R.A.F. 54 3q. 

Central Air Force Hospital, 

Mount Vernon, Hampstead. 

Home address: Cox & Co. 

Charing Cross. 



1 


2.9.18. 

P.W.Pegge. 
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ATTACHMENT #8 


This “Reporting and RevieW’ attachment is provided to assist all parties in the submission of an 
investigative report related to the identification of the burial location, or headstone markings, of a 
member of the Royal Flying Corps during the Great War 1914-1921 .The Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission (CWGC) receives a copy of this report in the event they wish to make 
changes to the commemoration details. In order to alter the records, the CWGC has set out 
their criteria for the procedure and submission of cases for review, as detailed below. The 
CWGC is under no obligation to make changes based on a report. 

This process differs from cases related to members of the Canadian Expeditionary Force (CEF) 
as these do not go first to the CWGC Canadian Agency in Ottawa. We have modified the 
requirement information noted below to include CWGC criteria from their source material: 


Guideline Criteria for Submission: 


Evidence and Source Material: 


Cases need to present clear and 
convincing evidence to prove the identity 
of a casualty and must not be based on 
assumption or speculation. The 
Commission's Commemoration Team will 
also consider whether the findings of a 
better informed contemporary 
investigation are being revisited and if 
there is any new evidence to consider. By 
way of example, it is unlikely that the 
Commission would support a revision of 
the arrangements for the commemoration 
where it is apparent that no new evidence 
is being presented and, a better informed 
previous decision is being revisited some 
100 years later. 


Un-cited resources cannot be accepted as official 
evidence. Research conducted on the internet will 
only be accepted if supplied by a recognised 
authority such as the CWGC, National Archives 
etc. Any primary (contemporary) sources e.g. the 
National Archives, CWGC, and Genealogical 
website original documentation etc. must be 
copied and submitted with the case. The relevant 
pages of any secondary material e.g. published 
reference books and articles; website material etc. 
should also be copied and submitted. All sources 
must be correctly referenced as footnotes 
throughout the submission as well as cited in a 
complete bibliography of consulted sources 
Referencing is essential to any historical research 
and should contain some uniform elements. 


The following have participated in the preparation, review and submission of this report on a 
voluntary basis. Those noted below have read the investigative report and compared it to the 
criteria set out by the CWGC, as a guiding principle, and have agreed to have their name 
included as part of the review team. The CWGC may contact any of the reviewers at the e-mail 
address provided below. 


Name 

Affiliation 

E-mail 

Contribution 

Richard Laughton 
Canada 

Private Researcher 

LMC Great War Research Company 

rlauahton(a)lauahton.ca 

Investigator & 
Report Author 

Trevor Henshaw 
England 

Aviation Author and Historian 

The Sky Their Battlefield II 

tstb2(a>outlook.com 

Investigator & 
Report Author 
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